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FINANCING 

REF: STATE 043250 

1. COHEN OF AF/ C AND I CALLED ON MOBUTU MARCH 13 

AT RESIDENCE OF ELEBE, HIS AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM WHO 
ALSO PRESENT. 

2. I TOLD THE PRESIDENT I HAD ASKED TO SEE HIM IN 
BRUSSELS. HAVING IN MIND THAT HE WAS NOT RETURNING TO 
KINSHASA UNTIL APR 7. IN ORDER TO DISCUSS WITH HIM THE 
CURRENT STATUS OF THE GOZ REQUEST FOR EXIM FINANCING 
FOR COMMERICAL AIRCRAFT. I ADDED THE MATTER HAD SOME 
URGENCY AND I HAD ALSO WISHED TO MAKE SURE THAT THE 
EARLIER MISUNDERSTANDING HAD BEEN CLARIFIED. I THEN 
SUMMARIZED THE EXIM BANK LETTER OF FEB 23 ADDRESSED TO 
COMMISSIONER OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT EKETEBI. GAVE HIM 
A TRANSLATION OF THAT LETTER AND ALSO COPIES OF THE 
RELATED EXIM BANK LETTERS OF PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT OF 
DEC 27 FOR THREE 737 BOEING AIRCRAFT AND OF FEB 2 FOR 
TWO MCDONNELL- DOUGLAS DC- 10 AIRCRAFT. I POINTED OUT 
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THAT BOTH THE LATTER LETTERS HAD BEEN WRITTEN BEFORE 
EKETEBI’ S VISIT TO THE US AND ALSO THAT CONTACTS HAD 
ALREADY BEEN MADE WITH COMMERICAL BANKS. I ADDED THAT 
THE GOZ DESIRE TO PURCHASE A 747 AND A TOTAL OF FIVE 
737 AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN MENTIONED ONLY DURING EKETEBI' S 
VISIT AND AFTER REACTIONS IN BANKING CIRCLES HAD BEGUN 
TO CRYSTALLIZE. IN ANY CASE EXIM BANK WAS CURRENTLY 
OF THE VIEW THAT IT WISHED TO HELP FINANCE AT THIS 
TIME AIRCRAFT TOTALING THE VALUE OF THOSE MENTIONED 
IN THE TWO LETTERS IN THE PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT. IN 
ORDER WORDS ABOUT $75 MILLION. THE TOTAL VALUE OF 
AIRCRAFT GOZ HAS NOW MENTIONED IS APPROXIMAUELY $110 MILLION. 
THERE WAS OF COURSE A VARIETY OF POSSIBLE SOLKUIONS AND 
I WISHED TO OBTAIN HIS VIEWS. 

3. MOBUTU REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THERE 
WERE SO OFTEN PROBLEMS POSED BY THE USG IN OBTAINING 
OBJECTIVES WHICH HIS GOVT SOUGHT. THE CURRENT 
DEGREE OF PROGRESS IN THE ZAIRE WAS IN LARGE PART DUE TO 
AMERICAN SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE, AND HE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT 

THAT WE WOULD BE PROUD OF IT AND READY TO ASSIST IN IM- 
PLEMENTING PROJECTS THEY DEVISED. HE HAD HAD TO STRUGGLE 
TO ARRANGE THE INITIAL PURCHASE OF C-130 S, AS WELL AS THE 
CIVIL AVIATION ACCORD GIVING AIR ZAIRE THE RIGHT TO FLY TO 
NEW YORK AND OVER THE ACQUISITION OF THE COAST GUARD PATROL 
BOATS. I POINTED OUT THAT THESE HAD ALL BEEN ACHIEVED AND 
THERE WAS FREQUENTLY A PROBLEM OF MESHING THE POLICIES OF 
ONE GOVT AND THE POLICIES ANDPROCEDURES OF ANOTHER. HE 
REPLIED THAT GIVING SOMEBODY SOMETHING GRACIOUSLY WAS BETTER 
THAN GIVING IT AFTER HAVING OVERCOME PROBLEMS. 

THE ZAIRE HAD GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE US AND HE HOPED THAT 
THIS WAS NOT MISPLACED SO THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO 
LOOK ELSEWHERE. HE THEN ALLUDED TO THEIR DECISION TO HAVE 
THE ZAIRE CURRENCY FOLLOW THE DOLLAR DURING TWO SUCCESSIVE 
DEVALUATIONS, AND MENTIONED THAT THE BELGIANS HAD COMMENTED 
ON THE UNFAVORABLE EFFECT THIS WOULD HAVE ON BELGIAN TRADE 
WITH THE ZAIRE. HE ADDED TH 
EEEEEEEE 
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